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Letters to the Editor 


On Interreligious Dialogue 


Sir, What is the point of Hindu-Christian 
dialogue? What, or who is at the centre of this 
dialogue? And, what are the prerequisites of 
those who enter into such a dialogue? On the 
surface, the answers are very simple: the point 
is to live in peace with each other; at the centre 
are the faithful from both religions and finally, 
each of us should be open to the views of the 
other. But, this cannot simply be a human- 
exchange of ideas held in academic settings 
where learned people debate esoteric subjects 
like Samkhya and phenomenology. There is a 
place and need for that discussion too --- how 
through the German Idealists Samkhya might 
have reached Edmund Husserl and through 
him, we find Samkhya ideas in the works of Dr. 
Edith Stein or, St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross. 
But the right answers to these questions are that 
the point of our dialogue is a direct, mystical 
experience of God qua Shakti. 

‘Mysterium tremendum et fascinans'’ or, 
encountering the fearful and fascinating 
mystery of the Supreme Godhead is the aim of 
all dialogue. We enter into dialogue with each 
other not to exhibit our scholarship or to live in 
peace, barely tolerating one another. We enter 
into dialogue to gather together our mutually 
acceptable resources to encounter the living 
God. This is the exact aim of Shakti Upasana. 
Shakti sadhaks try their best to realise their 
Divinity within since the Kingdom of God is 
within us. And the peace that we both aim is an 
unsettling peace; a peace which demands a 
response to the sufferings of our neighbours. 
We should never mistake complacency for 
peace. 

At the centre of our dialogue is God and none 
else. We are called to dialogue not because we 
have read afew books, or somenewscintillating 


opportunity has come our way. We enter into 
dialogue since it God who has called us to 
dialogue. It is YHWH for you my Christian 
sisters and Brothers and Shakti for me, who 
quickens our hearts to heed the signs of the 
times. Both our religions are revolutionary 
religions since we preferentially opt for the poor 
and the marginalised. Hinduism has a long 
history of helping the helpless and Roman 
Catholicism extends its corporal works of 
charity through various apostolic activities. The 
locus ofyourlife is the Holy Eucharist. The locus 
of my life is the liturgical action found in the 
Atharvaveda which later finds expression in 
various Agamas and Tantras. Therefore, our 
combined effort within an interreligious setting 
is to first and foremost reinstate the numinous 
within us. Without YHWH qua Shakti there can 
beno dialogue. 
The first requirement to dialogue is neither 
scholarship nor also having the gift of the gab. 
Weare notsales personnel. We are notto sell our 
ideas fuelled by our egos to each other. The only 
requirement is that we should come together 
online or offline because we want to experience 
the unsettling peace that God alone can give. 
None has a birthright to represent our 
respective religions. This engagement with 
each other is a desire not originating in the 
human heart. It is a direct, anthropomorphic 
call to set ablaze with the fire of the love of God 
the entire universe. In my case, it the Holy 
Mother, the totality of the Mahavidyas who 
existentially calls a person to commune with 
the Other. And voila, once we heed our 
respective calls in absolute humility, we will 
find there is no Other. The Truth is one though 
sages call it by many names. Once, this is 
realised, the need for dialogue ceases. 
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